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Glenn Hurst is an Associate
Lecturer in the Department
of Chemistry. Glenn is
particularly interested

in developing new
pedagogical approaches
il and resources to confer

a deep understanding and application of
subject matter. He is the Director of Studies
for Natural Sciences in the Department of
Chemistry. glenn.hurst@york.ac.uk

- Andy Parsons is a Professor
of Chemistry and Head

of Vanbrugh College.

His textbooks include
Chemistry3 (co-author)
and his teaching has been
recognised by a Royal
Society of Chemistry HE Teaching Award.

He is the author of a MOOC, in partnership
with FutureLearn, entitled Exploring Everyday
Chemistry, which starts in January 2017.
andy.parsons@york.ac.uk

Katrina Sayer is the
Undergraduate Student
Experience Manager in the
Department of Chemistry.
Katrina organises the

admissions activities
and also has responsibility for overseeing
the smooth running of the undergraduate
and exams administrative teams in the
Department. katrina.sayer@york.ac.uk

Jonathan Hook is Lecturer
in Interactive Media in the
Department of Theatre,
- = T Film and Television. His
;é;:', 'b" teaching covers topics
1 ” including programming, 3D
environment design, and
virtual and augmented reality. His research
explores the human-centered design of
interactive technology, with a particular
focus on creativity support tools.
jonathan.hook@york.ac.uk

Chris Fulford is an
undergraduate student in
the Department of Theatre,
Film and Television. He has
created multiple iOS apps
over the years and, outside

freelance mobile developer. cf857@york.ac.uk
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Glenn Hurst, Andy Parsons, Katrina Sayer, Jonathan Hook and Chris Fulford.

obile apps are widely used by

a number of institutions in

the United Kingdom, such as
Lancaster, Liverpool, Manchester and
Warwick, to aid recruitment and support
the transition from school to university.
To this end, an interdisciplinary team of
staff and students from the Departments
of Chemistry and Theatre, Film and
Television combined their expertise to
design and produce the first mobile
app to support admissions at the
University of York.

The work was completed as part of a 10-
week summer project in 2016 with the aid
of a grant from the Summer Internship
Bureau. The internship was awarded
to Chris Fulford, an undergraduate
studying on Theatre, Film and Television’s
Interactive Media BSc. Chris designed
the app for prospective applicants
and visitors to the Department of

Chemistry, with features
including a campus
map, promotional
videos, news feed, links
to resources to aid

the school-university
transition, employability
information, life as

a student and details

about admission

days. The internship

offered Chris invaluable experience

of applying the user-experience design

and software development skills he is

learning on his course, in response to an

authentic design brief and the needs of

real users. Chris gained a great deal from

the internship, as he comments:
‘Working alongside the Department

of Chemistry proved to be a rewarding

experience for myself as I was able to

successfully design and tailor a product to

Some of the design team
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their specifications. This taught
me how to manage my time
efficiently, alongside allowing me
the opportunity to create my very
first Android mobile application.’
Approximately 250

applicants downloaded the app
ahead of their interview, with
the total number of downloads
exceeding 500. Feedback

from applicants has been very
positive. For example:

‘Also, I must thank you for
introducing me to the Chemistry@
York app, which is a service I
haven't seen any other university
employ. It has given me insightful
information about York as a
university, the students that
study with you and the chemistry
department.

To facilitate inclusivity, the
app is available free to download
from both Google Play and Apple

Store platforms. This project
aligns with the institutional

left: Screenshot of the app
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internationalisation strategy by providing
an additional technological resource for
prospective applicants from both the
United Kingdom and overseas. Indeed,
49% of app downloads are from outside
the United Kingdom.
The app has been designed so that
the framework can be re-populated
with appropriate content, allowing the
resource to be easily updated but also
making the app translatable for use in
other departments within the institution.
The app is available free to download
on Apple and Android devices here:
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/
chemistry-york/id11555396972mt=8

apps/details?id=uk.ac.york. / P e

https://play.google.com/store/
Chemistry&hl=en_GB - i

Only in maths problems can you buy 50 lemons,
U5 limes, 20 oranges and 8 Apples and no one
asks... what the hell is wrong with you?
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“I really appreciate all your help in showing me how to use SPSS software. | was awarded a Distinction
overall. It would not have been half as good without your support so please accept my sincere thanks..”

“Before seeking support from the
Centre | wondered how on earth |
was going to be able to manage
my data. Now | have some ideas,
but know | can go back any time
for help”
Postgraduate Research student,
(Workshop & Appointment)
2015/16

Postgraduate Taught, CAHR (Appointment) 2015/16

“l would like to take this
opportunity to express my

MATHS
gratitude and appreciation

SKILLS for all your effort in patiently
clarifying my queries "
CENTRE Undergraduate Economics,

(Drop-in ) 2015/16

Drop in guidance & support
1-1 bookable appointments
Postgraduate Workshops in Statistics

for all students undertaking dissertations and research projects or

seeking help with coursework

www.york.ac.uk/maths-skills-centre/
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